


The Tees Valley Wildlife Trust is concerned with the
protection and recovery of nature and has always
recognised that that this is essential for people too,
for the provision of clean air, water and food as well as
our health and wellbeing.

We identified three key objectives for our work
in 2019/20.

* Safeguarding wildlife and the natural
environment

 Managing and improving sites for wildlife

* Inspiring people to value and take action for
nature
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Managing and improving sites for wildlife

The Batts is a local wildlife area on 11 acres of former
farmland on the edge of the village of Dalton Piercy,
Hartlepool. The Wildlife Trust worked with the Parish
Council, the owners of the site, to increase its
biodiversity with mini-meadows, bee banks and bird
boxes.

The mini-meadows produced a fantastic burst of
wildflowers, brightening the pathways used by local
walkers and drawing a frenzy of pollinating insects.
Several bee nests appeared in the banks and 30 small
nest boxes and a large owl box are ready to attract
breeding birds in the spring.
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Inspiring people to value and take action for nature

Llfe Sk|IIs

We deliver conservation experiences combined with
heritage skills workshops to improve the health and
wellbeing of people living in the Tees Valley who are
suffering with various forms of health issues. During
the year, Life Skills participants took on some
improvements at Bowesfield, removing scrub, which
had encroached on bird feeding areas. They created a
dead hedge to discourage visitors from walking too
close to the pools and they constructed a raised path
across a boggy and flood prone section of the site.
These activities helped the participants to learn new
skills, be active, exercise outdoors, socialise, meet
new people and give back to their community.

During 2019/20:

we delivered 76 days of Life Skills activities engaging
with 52 participants and totalling 1,650 hours of
volunteer activity.
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Inspiring people to value and take action for nature
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Environmental Education

Our work with schools encourages young people to

explore environmental issues, engage in problem solving, and take
action to improve the environment. We do this so that the next
generation has a deeper understanding of environmental issues and
has the skills to make informed and responsible decisions.

School visits took place throughout the year, both to Woodhill and
the Margrove Heritage Centre as well as to our other nature
reserves. St Therese Primary School, Ingleby Barwick signed up as a
Green “Growing Wild School” and we are working with them to make
their school grounds nature-friendly. Forest Schools activity was
delivered at Bowesfield Primary school over a 6 week period, which
proved very popular with the pupils.
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Inspiring people to value and take action for nature

Sensing the Wild

We joined forces with a
group called “Going For
Independence”, taking
groups of blind and
visually-impaired people
out to experience
wildlife and nature
across the seasons.
Many of the participants
were unable to enjoy
regular outdoor visits
and particularly to the
wider countryside
because of the support
they require.

The project gave us an insight into how people with low
vision are isolated and excluded from activities that
others can access and offering ways to improve this.
Summer walk highlights included a visit to Errington
Woods which included discovering the mining heritage
of the woods as well as its wildlife. Various natural
objects were passed around and described by walk
guides. The walk concluded with a camp fire and
barbeque with sausages and toasted marshmallows.

Tees Valley Wildlife Trust: Review of 2019/20



wildlife

TRUST




